
 

 

Appendix 4 - Network Hierarchy  

 

Category Criteria 

Resilient 
Network 

The most strategic roads within the Borough which are 
nationally and locally strategic. 

Strategic 
Routes 

Trunk and some Principal 'A' class roads between 
Primary Destinations, Routes for fast moving long 
distance traffic with little frontage access or pedestrian 
traffic. Speed limits are usually in excess of 40 mph 
and there are few junctions. 

Main 
Distributors 

Routes between Strategic Routes and linking urban 
centres to the strategic network with limited frontage 
access. 

Secondary 
Distributors 

B and C class roads and some unclassified urban 
routes carrying bus. In residential and other built up 
areas these roads have 20 or 30 mph speed limits and 
very high levels of pedestrian activity with some 
crossing facilities including zebra crossings. 

Link Roads 

Roads linking between the Main and Secondary 
Distributor Network with frontage access and frequent 
junctions. In urban areas these are residential or 
industrial interconnecting roads with 20 or 30 mph 
speed limits, random pedestrian movements and 
uncontrolled parking. In rural areas these roads link the 
smaller villages to the distributor roads. 

Local Access 
Roads 

Roads serving limited numbers of properties carrying 
only access traffic. In rural areas these roads serve 
small settlements and provide access to individual 
properties and land. They are often only single lane 
width and unsuitable for HGVs. In urban areas they are 
often residential loop roads or cul-de-sacs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


